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Viharas or Buddhist monasteries were, as a
rule, not buildings, but caves dug into the
rock.     Mr Fergusson  tells  us  that   one  of
the Ajanta caves in Central India contains
"sixteen   cells   for   the   accommodation   of
monks; there is a large assembly hall in the
centre, a veranda in front, and a sanctuary
in the back.   Roof and pillars are ornamented
with arabesque designs, and fresco paintings
cover the walls entirely/'    Large numbers of
viharas have been found east of Benares, in
modern Behar, i.e., the vihdr  or  monastic
country.    The  toranas or archways leading
into the caves  were frequently embellished
with fine sculpture.    Sacred history provided
the  artist  with  ample  material.      But   the
humour and pathos of life were too precious
and real to be neglected by Buddhist genius.
Dying  soldiers  amidst  the  rage   of battle;
triumphal   entries   with   captured  elephants
and prisoners of war; pompous musicians in
a scene of frolic, and light-stepped dancing-
girls, their loose hair intertwined with lotuses
and roses; drinking and gambling groups in
city taverns;  rustic swains making love to
coy shepherdesses, and the hundred touches
of  humanity  that never grow  old  as  long
as the heart is young, have found faithful